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551.114 Medical, psychiatric and psycho-
logical. 

551.115 Recreation. 
551.116 Discipline. 
551.117 Access to legal resources. 
551.118 Property. 
551.119 Release of funds and property of pre-

trial inmates. 
551.120 Visiting. 

Subparts K–L [Reserved] 

Subpart M—Victim and/or Witness 
Notification 

551.150 Purpose and scope. 
551.151 Definitions. 
551.152 Procedures. 
551.153 Cancelling the notification request. 

Subpart N—Smoking/No Smoking Areas 

551.160 Purpose and scope. 
551.161 Definitions. 
551.162 Designated smoking areas. 

AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 301; 18 U.S.C. 1512, 3621, 
3622, 3624, 4001, 4005, 4042, 4081, 4082 (Repealed 
in part as to offenses committed on or after 
November 1, 1987), 4161–4166 (Repealed as to 
offenses committed on or after November 1, 
1987), 5006–5024 (Repealed October 12, 1984 as 
to offenses committed after that date), 5039; 
28 U.S.C. 509, 510; Pub. L. 99–500 (sec. 209); At-
torney General’s May 1, 1995 Guidelines for 
Victim and Witness Assistance. 

SOURCE: 44 FR 38252, June 29, 1979, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—Grooming 

§ 551.1 Policy. 
The Bureau of Prisons permits an in-

mate to select the hair style of per-
sonal choice, and expects personal 
cleanliness and dress in keeping with 
standards of good grooming and the se-
curity, good order, and discipline of the 
institution. 

§ 551.2 Mustaches and beards. 
An inmate may wear a mustache or 

beard or both. The Warden shall re-
quire an inmate with a beard to wear a 
beard covering when working in food 
service or where a beard could result in 
increased likelihood of work injury. 

[46 FR 59509, Dec. 4, 1981] 

§ 551.3 Hairpieces. 
Inmates may not wear wigs or artifi-

cial hairpieces, unless medical author-

ization to do so is approved by the War-
den. 

[55 FR 40354, Oct. 2, 1990] 

§ 551.4 Hair length. 

(a) The Warden may not restrict hair 
length if the inmate keeps it neat and 
clean. 

(b) The Warden shall require an in-
mate with long hair to wear a cap or 
hair net when working in food service 
or where long hair could result in in-
creased likelihood of work injury. 

(c) The Warden shall make available 
to an inmate hair care services which 
comply with applicable health and 
sanitation requirements. 

[44 FR 38252, June 29, 1979, as amended at 46 
FR 59509, Dec. 4, 1981] 

§ 551.5 Restrictions and exceptions. 

The Warden may impose restrictions 
or exceptions for documented medical 
reasons. 

§ 551.6 Personal hygiene. 

The Warden shall make available to 
an inmate those articles necessary for 
maintaining personal hygiene. 

[46 FR 59509, Dec. 4, 1981] 

§ 551.7 Bathing and clothing. 

Each inmate must observe the stand-
ards concerning bathing and clothing 
that exist in the institution as required 
by standards of § 551.1. 

[46 FR 59509, Dec. 4, 1981] 

Subpart B—Marriages of Inmates 

SOURCE: 49 FR 18385, Apr. 30, 1984, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 551.10 Purpose and scope. 

The Warden shall approve an in-
mate’s request to marry except where a 
legal restriction to the marriage exists, 
or where the proposed marriage pre-
sents a threat to the security or good 
order of the institution, or to the pro-
tection of the public. The Warden may 
approve the use of institution facilities 
for an inmate’s marriage ceremony. If 
a marriage ceremony poses a threat to 
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the security or good order of the insti-
tution, the Warden may disapprove a 
marriage ceremony in the institution. 

[49 FR 18385, Apr. 30, 1984, as amended at 63 
FR 5218, Jan. 30, 1998] 

§ 551.11 Authority to approve a mar-
riage. 

(a) The Warden may approve the 
marriage of a federal inmate confined 
in a federal institution. This authority 
may not be delegated below the level of 
Acting Warden. 

(b) The appropriate Community Cor-
rections Manager may approve the re-
quest to marry of a federal inmate who 
is not confined in a federal institution 
(for example, a federal inmate who is 
in a community corrections center, in 
home confinement, in state custody, or 
in a local detention facility). 

[49 FR 18385, Apr. 30, 1984, as amended at 58 
FR 58248, Oct. 29, 1993] 

§ 551.12 Eligibility to marry. 
An inmate’s request to marry shall 

be approved provided: 
(a) The inmate is legally eligible to 

marry; 
(b) The inmate is mentally com-

petent; 
(c) The intended spouse has verified, 

ordinarily in writing, an intention to 
marry the inmate; and 

(d) The marriage poses no threat to 
institution security or good order, or 
to the protection of the public. 

§ 551.13 Application to marry. 
(a) A federal inmate confined in a Bu-

reau institution who wants to get mar-
ried shall submit a request to marry to 
the inmate’s unit team. The unit team 
shall evaluate the request based on the 
criteria identified in § 551.12. A written 
report of the unit team’s findings, and 
its recommendation, shall be forwarded 
to the Warden for a final decision. 

(b) The Warden shall notify the in-
mate in writing whether the inmate’s 
request to marry is approved or dis-
approved. A copy of this notification 
shall be placed in the inmate’s central 
file. When the Warden’s decision is to 
disapprove the inmate’s request, the 
notification to the inmate shall in-
clude a statement of reason(s) for that 
action. The Warden shall advise the in-

mate that the decision may be ap-
pealed through the Administrative 
Remedy Procedure. 

(c) All expenses of the marriage (for 
example, a marriage license) shall be 
paid by the inmate, the inmate’s in-
tended spouse, the inmate’s family, or 
other appropriate source approved by 
the Warden. The Warden may not per-
mit appropriated funds to be used for 
an inmate marriage. 

§ 551.14 Special circumstances. 

(a) Detainers and pending charges. 
Staff review of a marriage request from 
an inmate who has a detainer(s) and/or 
a pending charge(s) shall include an as-
sessment of the legal effects of the 
marriage on these actions. For exam-
ple, an inmate could request to marry 
a potential witness in litigation pend-
ing against that inmate. Approving 
this marriage could affect the status of 
this litigation. 

(b) Pretrial inmates. A pretrial inmate 
may request permission to marry in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this 
rule. Staff shall contact the court, U.S. 
Attorney, and in the case of an alien, 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, to advise of the marriage re-
quest of the pretrial inmate and to re-
quest their comments. 

(c) Federal inmates not in Federal insti-
tutions. A federal inmate who is not 
confined in a federal institution who 
wants to get married shall submit a re-
quest to the appropriate Community 
Corrections Manager. Prior to making 
a decision on the inmate’s request, the 
Community Corrections Manager shall 
advise the confining authority of the 
inmate’s request and ask that informa-
tion on the criteria identified in § 551.12 
be furnished. 

[49 FR 18385, Apr. 30, 1984, as amended at 58 
FR 58248, Oct. 29, 1993] 

§ 551.15 Furloughs. 

An inmate whose request to marry is 
approved, and who also meets the Bu-
reau’s criteria for furlough (see part 
570, subpart C), may be considered for a 
furlough for the purpose of getting 
married. 
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